Clapping Music: 

Steve Reich relates his inspiration for Clapping Music : "It's hilarious actually, 
myself and my ensemble were performing a concert in Brussels back in the early 
70s, and the promoter asked if we'd like to go out and hear some flamenco. And we 
all looked at each other and thought "Are we in Spain? No we're in Brussels... but 
sure, why not!" So we ended up in this little nightclub restaurant and got some 
drinks, and some women came out with guitars: it was terrible. They started 
singing: worse. All of a sudden they started clapping. Every one of us - the 
percussionists at least - snapped around and watched the clapping women like a 
hawk." (courtesy of Classic FM) 

Palta: 

Palta was composed in 1981 and premiered the following year in Toronto by the 
Nexus ensemble. Originally conceived as a concerto for the North Indian Tabla 
with keyboard percussion accompaniment, the piece was later revised to include 
additional electronic instruments and steel pans, thus making it suitable as a solo 
vehicle for drum set as well, (courtesy of Steve Weiss) 

University of Toronto Junior Percussion Ensemble: 

Andrew Bell, Waterford Ontario 
Andrew Siu, Markham Ontario 
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Yang Chen, Toronto Ontario 

Instructors: 

Jacob Mannion, Richmond Hill Ontario 
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Thanks for joining us, and we hope you will join us next 
year! 








CG Rudiments - Canadian Military 

For snare drums and bass drum 

Treebeard - Adam Campbell (1984 - ) 

For marimba trio 

Drumming - Steve Reich (1936 - ) 

Movement 1 for 4 bongos 


- Intermission - 

15 minutes 


Trio - Brian Topp (-1989 - ) 

For multi-percussion trio 

Prisoners of an Image Factory - Bob Becker (1947 - ) 

For marimba, piano, and vibes 

Clapping Music - Steve Reich (1936 - ) 

For 4 hands 


Palta - Bob Becker (1947 - ) 

For multi-percussion solo, and percussion ensemble 


CG Steamboats: 

“Steamboat” is a military term that refers to an 8 bar drum cadence/pattern that is 
played while on the march. The main purpose of the steamboat is to give the wind 
and brass musicians a break from playing, provide the band time to change music, 
and to keep the formation in step. There are 10 Steamboat cadences in total. The 
Ceremonial Guard Band also known as “CG” is the military band that composed 
and notated all 10 of these patterns. While on the march, steamboats are always 
played first by a lead drummer and are answered by the rest of the drummers. 

This evening, you will hear the 10 steamboats played in the same fashion as if 
they would be played on the march. 

Treebeard: 

All 3 performers in Treebeard play exactly the same material. However, each 
player is offset from the other by one eighth note. The result is a sort of group- 
effort melody that blurs and hangs in the air just long enough to feel like it is 
being accompanied by its own echo. The slow and simple harmonic progressions 
provide a contrast to the relentless eighth note pulse throughout. This piece was 
written for my good friends Mark Adam and Daniel Morphy, (courtesy of Adam 
Campbell) 

Drumming: 

On Steve Reich's return to New York in 1970 he began Drumming, a synthesis of 
the processes of the pieces for four organs and also his first big public statement, 
both in its 90-minute duration (reduced to an hour at revivals from the late 1980s 
onwards, when the players found themselves taking fewer repeats) and in its 
scoring for nine percussionists, playing small tuned drums, marimbas and 
glockenspiels, with two female voices (singing resultant melodies but with the 
effect of a backing group) and piccolo. Drumming was a summation, and at the 
same time marked a move to music of breadth and sensuousness, perhaps 
reflecting the success the composer had come to enjoy, (courtesy of New Grove 
Online) 

Trio: 

Written by Vancouver based composer Brian Topp for the members of A.P.E. 
(Acadia University Percussion Ensemble). The piece involves shifting meters and 
quick dynamic shifts. It has aggressive and bombastic tom-tom grooves and 
contrasting subdued rolls. Currently Brian is studying at University of British 
Columbia as a doctoral student. 

Prisoners of an Image Factory. 

Prisoners of the Image Factory is based on music originally composed in 1991 to 
accompany a short film by Toronto film maker James Stewart. The film, which 
was without dialog, features a teen-aged actor and actress portraying young lovers 
cavorting through a late-night cityscape. This music is a miniature tone-poem that 
reflects the ambiguities of adolescent relationships and the energy of an urban 
environment, (courtesy of Steve Weiss) 



